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 Dear Bergen County Residents,

Welcome to the Bergen County Utilities Authority’s Recycling & Solid 

Waste Guide for 2023. We are excited to share with you the latest 

updates and information on our efforts to protect and preserve the 

environment in Bergen County.

This guide provides information on our successes as well as access to 

BCUA initiatives to reduce pollution and waste, protect natural resources, 

and promote sustainable practices throughout our communities.

We believe that by working together, we can make a positive impact 

on the environment in Bergen County. We are committed to educating 

and engaging the community on the importance of environmental 

stewardship and look forward to your continued support.

Please visit our website at www.bcua.org to learn more about our efforts, 

including our schedule and drop-off locations for the processing of 

hazardous waste and other environmentally damaging materials.

My colleagues and I are proud of the hard work and commitment by our 

team of professionals at the BCUA. We are here to assist you, if you have 

any questions or suggestions for this year’s programs. Please feel free to 

reach us at 201-807-5825 or email us at recycling@bcua.org.

Sincerely,

Ronald Phillips, Chairman



Let’s Talk About Recycling
By now we all know that recycling is a law in the State of New Jersey. It’s not just a suggestion. New Jersey’s 
mandatory recycling law was enacted in 1987. And it requires recycling in the residential, commercial (busi-
ness) and institutional sectors (schools, hospitals, prisons, etc.).

An important part of recycling is understanding what items can and cannot be recycled. 

What do we recycle in Bergen County? 

Here is a list of materials you can recycle at home: 

■ Paper – newspaper, magazines, catalogs, printer paper, school paper, etc.

■ Glass bottles and jars

■ Plastic containers marked #1 and #2

■ Aluminum cans

■ Steel, scrap, and tin cans

■ Corrugated cardboard

■ Large appliances (often called “white goods”)

■ Leaves and grass clippings

■ Trash from constructing and tearing down buildings (often called “construction and demolition debris”)

It’s time to throw out bad recycling habits. It’s not enough to just recycle. It’s important to recycle right. By 
taking just a few minutes to recycle right, you help to reduce pollution, contribute to clean water, conserve 
limited natural resources and reduce the reliance on landfills. 

Recycling can be a tricky process that takes practice and education since guidelines are often changing. The 
recycling symbol, the “chasing arrows” triangle, is misused. Anyone can slap it on their product without it 
reflecting actual recyclability. Markets change and programs change from place to place. Your plastic soda 
bottle may have a recycling symbol, but it doesn’t know if you’re in Bergen County, Texas or California. It 
can’t tell you whether that bottle is recyclable where YOU are located. Each municipality in Bergen County 
has their own unique recycling program. Therefore, you must learn your local guidelines.  It is important to 
recycle and recycle correctly. If you put recyclable materials in your bin, they will be recycled. If you put trash 
in the recycling, it will end up in the landfill and ultimately cost money in the long run. And remember the old 
adage of “when in doubt, throw it out.”

BCUA Environmental Awareness 
Challenge Grant Program for Schools

The BCUA has sponsored the Environmental Awareness Challenge Grant program for schools for the 
past 16 years. This important program is designed to benefit the environment of Bergen County while 
educating children of the importance of environmental stewardship. 

This program is funded entirely by New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection grant funds 
specifically allocated for recycling and environmental education. Over $80,000 was presented to the 
following 84 schools for the 2023 school year:
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Mobile Paper Shredding 
Residents may deliver their confidential paper 

documents to various locations for on-site 

shredding. Acceptable documents are limited to 

confidential and sensitive materials only. Non-

confidential materials, such as books, magazines, 

and newspapers, should be recycled through 

your local municipal recycling program and will 

not be accepted. You do not have to remove 

paper clips, staples, or paperboard binder 

covers. To accommodate all of those wishing to 

participate, there is a limit of four (4) bags or boxes of documents weighing no more than 10 pounds each.

The BCUA offers each municipality the opportunity to host a collection event at a municipal site of its choice. 

In addition, the BCUA sponsors four one-day collection events at two locations in Bergen County. In 2022, 64 

municipalities opted to participate in this program and the BCUA hosted four county-wide collection events.  

Through these programs, the BCUA collected a total of 467,764 pounds of confidential paper for destruction 

and recycling.

In 2022, the BCUA conducted eight, one-day household 
hazardous waste (HHW) management events. These 
events were held at three different locations throughout 
Bergen County. In all, Bergen County households took 
advantage of these events to dispose of 1,024,550 
pounds of unwanted hazardous waste materials. These 
events continue to be the largest attended one-day 
events in the State of New Jersey.  

This popular BCUA program continues this year. All 
collections are free, but they are open to Bergen County residents only (proof of residency required.) 
At these HHW drop-offs, we will accept a wide range of chemicals and products used in and around 
your home. Please keep all items in their original, labeled containers and store them out of reach of 
children and pets. 

No containers, including gasoline and motor oil containers, will be returned, so please plan 
accordingly. We no longer accept alkaline batteries at the HHW events. Common household 
batteries with “alkaline” on the label are not classified as hazardous waste and can be safely thrown 
out in the regular garbage. Also, no computers, electronics, confidential paper, commercial waste or 
tires will be accepted at these events.

For further details, please contact Richard Baroch, Solid and Special Waste Program Administrator, 
at 201-807-8696.

Household Hazardous Waste
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Computers and Electronics

During 2022, the BCUA collected 59,984 pounds (as of 12/14/22) of
computer and electronic equipment for recycling from both 
residents and businesses.

FOR RESIDENTS: Many Bergen County municipalities offer an 

electronics recycling program so we ask that you contact your local 

department of Public Works first to see if an electronics recycling 

program exists in your town.  The BCUA operates the Computer and 

Electronics Recycling Depot for all Bergen County residents at the 

BCUA, Foot of Empire Blvd., Moonachie. This depot is open Monday 

through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The BCUA also hosts  

4 (four) one-day drop-off events for Bergen County residents only - 

no businesses.

FOR BUSINESSES: The Computer and Electronics Recycling 

Depot accepts equipment from businesses. Contact the BCUA 

Environmental Programs Hotline at 201-807-5825 for complete 

details. 

Tire Recycling
Since 1995, the BCUA has sponsored a Municipal Tire Recycling Program. With over 240 million tires 

being discarded every year, tires take up large amounts of landfill space unnecessarily and present an 

adverse environmental impact on our solid waste stream.

During 2022, the BCUA collected 1,405 tires from Bergen County

residents for recycling. 

FOR RESIDENTS: The BCUA hosts four (4) one-day drop-

off events for tire recycling. There is a limit of four tires per 

participant. Tires with or without rims will be accepted. 

These events are for Bergen County residents only - no 

businesses.
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BCUA Backyard Composting Program 
Composting allows residents the opportunity to turn their yard waste 
and kitchen scraps into something useful - rich garden soil. This is a 
form of recycling that can be done from beginning to end in your own 
backyards. Backyard compost bins turn vegetative kitchen scraps, 
coffee grinds, tea bags, grass clippings, brown leaves, and dead garden 
plants into nice crumbly compost. This compost can be used in your 
vegetable and/or flower gardens.

Compost bins known as “Earth Machines” are available for purchase 
throughout the year at a reduced price by appointment at the BCUA 
in Moonachie. Each compost bin comes with a free compost book 
and is offered at a tremendous discount. Call the BCUA Environmental 
Programs Hotline: 201-807-5825 to schedule your appointment.

2023 HHW Events 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or shine

Saturday, March 11 – Bergen County Utilities 
Authority, Foot of Empire Blvd., Moonachie

Sunday, April 16 – Bergen Community College, 
400 Paramus Rd., Paramus

Saturday, May 13 – Bergen County Campgaw 
Mountain Reservation, 200 Campgaw Rd., 
Mahwah

Sunday, June 11 – Bergen Community College, 
400 Paramus Rd., Paramus

Saturday, July 15 – Bergen County Campgaw 
Mountain Reservation, 200 Campgaw Rd., 
Mahwah

Saturday, September 9 – Bergen County 
Campgaw Mountain Reservation, 200 Campgaw 
Rd., Mahwah

Sunday, October 15 – Bergen Community 
College, 400 Paramus Rd., Paramus

Saturday, November 18 – BCUA, Foot of 
Empire Blvd., Moonachie

2023 Paper Shredding*,  
Tire Recycling, and 
Computers & Electronics 
Recycling Events
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine

Sunday, April 30 – Bergen Community College, 
400 Paramus Rd., Paramus

Saturday, June 3 – Bergen County Campgaw 
Mountain Reservation, 200 Campgaw Rd., 
Mahwah

Saturday, August 12 – Bergen Community 
College, 400 Paramus Rd., Paramus

Sunday, October 1 – Bergen County Campgaw 
Mountain Reservation, 200 Campgaw Rd., 
Mahwah

*The shredding program will end prior to 2 p.m.
in the event the trucks reach capacity.

Many municipalities host paper shredding, 
tire recycling, and computer and electronics 
recycling events or programs, as well. Residents 
should check with their local municipal recycling 
coordinator or visit their municipal website for a 
schedule. 

For more information about any of these 
programs and events, please contact the BCUA 
Environmental Programs Hotline at 201-807-
5825 or visit www.bcua.org.
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BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY

RECYCLING EVENTS FOR 
BERGEN COUNTY RESIDENTS

2023

PARAMUS

9:00 am - 2:00 pm • Rain or Shine 9:00 am - 2:00 pm • Rain or Shine

Bergen Community College
400 Paramus Road (Entry via Paramus Rd. ONLY)

SUNDAY
April 30

SATURDAY
June 3

SATURDAY
August 12

SUNDAY
October 1

Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation
200 Campgaw Road (Ski Area)

MAHWAH

Give your tires one last spin 
– recycle them!
Four (4) tire limit, per delivery. 
Tires with or without rims accepted.

Recycle one “byte” at a time 
– bring us your electronics and
computers!
Recycle laptops, monitors, cables, wires, 
speakers, computers, televisions, stereos, 
printers, and more!

Give your paper a safe retirement 
– shred it!
Recycle your confidential documents such 
as, bills, receipts, tax returns, medical 
records, legal documents, etc. safely by 
shredding them. (Recycle magazines and 
non-confidential paper at curbside.)

In an effort to accommodate everyone, 
there is a limit of four (4) bags/boxes, 
weighing no more than 10 lbs. each.

Paper clips and staples are acceptable. 
Please remove binder clips.

Shredding performed immediately on-site.

***Shredding program will end prior  
to 2pm in the event the shredding trucks 
reach capacity.

Discard your unwanted and expired over-
the-counter and prescription medications 
in a secured Project Medicine Drop box.

Bring medication in original containers or 
a sealed bag. Sharps and liquids will not 
be accepted.

You can also dispose of unused and 
expired medications anonymously, 
seven days a week, 365 days a year, at 
“prescription drug drop boxes” located 
within the headquarters of participating 
police departments. For a listing of 
participating police departments please 
visit: www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/
meddrop/Pages/Locations.aspx

Your town may offer these recycling services.  
Check with your Department of Public Works (DPW) or town website for program details.

TIRE
RECYCLING

ELECTRONICS  
& COMPUTERS

UNWANTED
MEDICATION

MOBILE PAPER 
SHREDDING

Safe and free collections for Bergen County residents.
Proof of residency is required. No business/commercial waste will be accepted.

Recycle!
Printed on recycled paper.



Directions to  
BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
400 Paramus Rd., Paramus 
(Entry via Paramus Rd. ONLY)
From the North (via Route 17)
Turn right off Route 17 South onto Ridgewood 
Avenue (West) to Paramus Road. Turn 
left onto Paramus Road and continue 
approximately two miles to college; proceed 
around jug handle to main entrance.

From the East
Take Route 4 West to Paramus Road 
(Paramus Road is ¾ miles past Route 17 
intersection.) Turn right onto Paramus Road 
and proceed north approximately two miles to 
Bergen Community College entrance on right.

From the South (via Route 17)
Take Route 17 North to Century Road 
exit, second exit to the right, proceed 
around cloverleaf over Route 17 onto 
Century Road (West). Continue to Paramus 
Road and turn right onto Paramus 
Road to college entrance on right.

From the West
Take Route 4 East to Paramus Road (exit 
under overpass). Turn right onto Paramus 
Road and proceed north for approximately 
two miles to college entrance on right.

Directions to  
BERGEN COUNTY CAMPGAW 
MOUNTAIN RESERVATION  
200 Campgaw Rd., Mahwah 
(Ski Area)
Traveling Route 17 North
Take Route 202 (Morristown/Suffern) 
exit. Make left at stop sign. Pass 
Ramapo College on left. Make left onto 
Darlington Avenue; bear right at fork 
onto Campgaw Road. The Reservation is 
approximately 1.5 miles on the right.

Traveling Route 208 West
Take Rt. 202/Ramapo Valley Road 
North. Right onto Darlington Avenue, 
bear right at fork onto Campgaw Road. 
The Reservation is on the right.

Directions to Recycling Events

For additional information, call the Bergen County Utilities Authority  
Environmental Programs Hotline at 201-807-5825 or go to www.bcua.org



BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY

PARAMUS

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Bergen Community College
400 Paramus Road

(Entry via Paramus Rd. ONLY)

Recycle!
Printed on recycled paper.

NO COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ALLOWED.
Absolutely no business or commercial 
waste will be accepted.

SUNDAY
April 16
June 11

October 15

SATURDAY
May 13
July 15

September 9

SATURDAY
March 11

November 18

Bergen County Campgaw  
Mountain Reservation

200 Campgaw Road (Ski Area)

Bergen County
Utilities Authority

Foot of Empire Blvd.
(Entry via Empire Blvd. ONLY)

MAHWAH MOONACHIE

Take your hazardous waste to a safer place!

All collection sites open (rain or shine) at 9:00 a.m. and close promptly at 3:00 p.m.

FREE OF CHARGE FOR BERGEN COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY - ID REQUIRED!

Visit www.bcua.org for additional information.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE COLLECTION EVENTS

2023

DO NOT BRING
electronics, paper 
for shredding, or 

tires to hazardous 
waste collections!!

NO RETURNS. This includes gasoline and  
motor oil containers. Please plan accordingly.



ACCEPTABLE MATERIALS  
FOR WASTE COLLECTIONS

For a complete listing go to www.bcua.org
Materials not in original containers must be labeled.

If you need help in the disposal of 
unacceptable waste, please call  

201-807-5825 or visit us at www.bcua.org

Directions to BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 
400 Paramus Rd., Paramus, NJ 
(Entry via Paramus Rd. ONLY)
From the North (via Route 17)
Turn right off Route 17 South onto Ridgewood Avenue (West) to 
Paramus Road. Turn left onto Paramus Road and continue 
approximately two miles to college; proceed around jug handle to main 
entrance.

From the East
Take Route 4 West to Paramus Road (Paramus Road is ¾ miles past 
Route 17 intersection.) Turn right onto Paramus Road and proceed 
north approximately two miles to Bergen Community College 
entrance on right.

From the South (via Route 17)
Take Route 17 North to Century Road exit, second exit to the right, 
proceed around cloverleaf over Route 17 onto Century Road (West). 
Continue to Paramus Road and turn right onto Paramus Road to 
college entrance on right.

From the West
Take Route 4 East to Paramus Road (exit under overpass). Turn right 
onto Paramus Road and proceed north for approximately two miles 
to college entrance on right.

Directions to BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY:  
Foot of Empire Blvd., Moonachie, NJ 
(Entry via Empire Blvd., Moonachie ONLY.  NO entry via 
Mehrhof Rd., Little Ferry)
Traveling Route 17 North
Exit at Moonachie/Wood-Ridge exit. Make right at light onto 
Moonachie Ave. Pass Teterboro Airport (on your left) and continue 
going straight until road ends into BCUA facilities.

Traveling Route 17 South
Exit at Moonachie/Wood-Ridge exit. (Exit is by The Fiesta.) Make left 
at light onto Moonachie Avenue. Pass Teterboro Airport (on your left) 
and continue going straight until road ends into BCUA facilities.

Directions to BERGEN COUNTY CAMPGAW MOUNTAIN 
RESERVATION: 
200 Campgaw Rd., Mahwah, NJ (Ski Area)
Traveling Route 17 North
Take Route 202 (Morristown/Suffern) exit. Make left at stop sign. Pass 
Ramapo College on left. Make left onto Darlington Avenue; bear right at fork 
onto Campgaw Road. The Reservation is approximately 1.5 miles on the right.

Traveling Route 208 West
Take Rt. 202/Ramapo Valley Road North. Right onto Darlington 
Avenue, bear right at fork onto Campgaw Road. The Reservation is on 
the right.

UNACCEPTABLE MATERIALS 
FOR WASTE COLLECTIONS

• Aerosol Cans
• Anti-Freeze
• Batteries (vehicle &

rechargeable only)
• Blacktop sealers
• Bug spray
• Disinfectants
• Drain Cleaners
• Fertilizer
• Fire Extinguishers
• Fluorescent Light

Bulbs
• Gasoline
• Glue
• Herbicides
• Insecticides

• Kerosene
• Lighter Fluid
• Mercury Switches
• Oil Filters (used)
• Paints & Varnishes

- All Types
• Pesticides
• Photographic

Chemicals
• Propane Gas Cylinders

(1 lb. and 20 lb. only)
• Solvents & Thinners
• Thermostats
• Thermometers
• Used Motor Oil

• Any business or commercial generated waste
• Empty containers or hardened paint cans are garbage
• Alkaline batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, 9V) dispose

in normal trash
• Unlabeled waste or containers with unknown contents
• Regulated medical waste, sharps, radioactive

materials, and explosives
• Containers larger than five (5) gallons
• Any compressed cylinders (e.g. oxygen or acetylene)
• Pressure-treated lumber or railroad ties
• Computers, electronics, and tires are NOT accepted

at waste collections.
• Smoke Detectors
• Construction/demolition debris

Directions to Collection Sites



Environmental Programs Hotline: 201.807.5825 • recycling@bcua.org • www.bcua.org 

Municipal DPW Contacts List

Robert E. Laux 
Executive Director

Richard D. Wierer 
Deputy Executive Director

Ronald Phillips 
Chairman

Louis J. DeLisio 
Vice Chairman

Daniel Gumble  
Commissioner

Bruce Bonaventuro 
Commissioner

Jon Warms  
Commissioner

Bryan J. Drumgoole 
Commissioner

Michael Henwood 
Authority Secretary

Thomas S. Kelley 
Commissioner

Diane T. Testa 
Commissioner

Peter C. Massa, Jr. 
Commissioner

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

EXECUTIVE STAFF
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